Somers House
Amanda Oliver Gardens

Born from a close collaboration between a landscape designer and
architect, this project on Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula expresses
a dynamic dialogue between the built form and richly layered garden.

Words With its intense pops of earthy hues and dramatic architectural
Shelley Tustin lines, Somers House by Kennedy Nolan is no shrinking violet,

yet this sprawling family home graciously cedes the stage to the
Photography landscape and Amanda Oliver-designed garden — exactly as it
Shantanu Starick was intended.

“It’s a generational beach house,” says architect Patrick
Kennedy, a founding partner at Kennedy Nolan. “It’s for
a family with grown-up children, so over time it will be
for multiple families. This site is part of their family’s mythology.”
Kennedy explains that the block — with its glimpses of yacht-
speckled Western Port Bay and towering gum trees — held a lot
of meaning for the owners. The existing house, however, invited
less sentiment and was ripe for reinvention. Kennedy Nolan was
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